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ARTICLE | - THE DOCTRINE OF GOD

1. WE BELIEVE THAT GOD EXISTS (Heb. 11:6)
Nowhere does the Bible attempt to prove God. His existence is assumed as being self-evident
(Genesis 1:1).

There are severa philosophica proofs of God. The arguments from: (&) creetion, (b) design, (c)
man’s nature, (d) history, and (€) universa belief.

We believe He is a person, not a power of first cause.
2. WE BELIEVE THAT GOD ISA SPIRIT

God is a SPIRIT, infinite, eternd and unchangesble in His being, wisdom, power, holiness,
justice, goodness and truth.

In scripture, many names are used to designate God. Each is as vdid as any other. These names
reved God's character:  Elohim, Jehovah, combinations with Jehovah (e.g. JohovahRapha (Ex.
15:26)), Adonai, and Father.

We rgject agnosticism, polytheism, pantheism, materiaism, and deism.

We believe God is a Spirit (John 4:24).

We bdieve God is ONE (Deut. 6:4, Ex. 20:3).

He is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, al wise, and sovereign.



Heis haly, righteous, faithful, merciful, loving and good.

3. WE BELIEVE THAT GOD ISA TRINITY.
“We worship one god in trinity and trinity in unity, neither confounding the Persons nor
dividing the substance.” (Athanasian Creed)

4. WE DO NOT WORSHIP THREE GODS.
There is one God eterndly manifest in three Persons. We can expect mystery when finite man
seeks to comprehend the nature of an Infinite and Almighty God.

The word “trinity” does not agppear in the Bible however, the truth it describes is taught
everywherein the Bible,

Sabdlianism teaches that Father, Son and Spirit are only three names of God, not three Persons.
A reading of John 17 revedsthefally of this.

Unitarianism denies the deity and persondity of the Son and the Holy Ghost.

5. PROOF OF THE TRINITY.
Each Person of God is mentioned in the Old Testament (Isa. 63:16, Psddm 45:6-7, Gen. 1:2).

The Bible ascribes the attributes of Deity to each of the Persons in God: Creator (Gen 1:1, John
1:3, Job 33:4), Omnipresent (Jer. 23:24, Eph. 1.:22, Psam 139:7-8), and Source of Life (Deut.
30-20, Coal. 3:4, Romans 8:10).

Man istripartite. Heismadein God's likeness.
Our government is one but it has three branches: legidative, judicid and executive.
The Father loved and sent. The Son came. The Spirit is “another Comforter.”

NOTE: “In Him (Chrit) dwdleth dl the fullness of the godhead bodily” (Col. 2). Y, “He
(Christ) shal ddiver the kingdom to God, even the Father” (1Cor. 15:24).

6. WHY ISTHISIMPORTANT?

Knowledge of what the Bible teaches concerning the persondity and attributes of God is
essentid to intdligent fath.  Such knowledge guards you againg the clams of the cults and
pseudoscience.

Bdief in the Trinity saves you from robbing God the Son and God the Holy Spirit of the worship
they deserve.

This faith dso assures us of Two Divine Advocates. These are (1) God the Holy Ghost praying
within God and us and (2) the Son interceding in Heaven (Rom. 8:1, | John 2).



A true comprehension of the doctrine of God must underlie every other tenet of faith and is
essentid to an understanding of the Bible. For ingance, the scene of our Lord's Baptism a
Jordan involves dl three divine Persons.

ARTICLE Il - THE DOCTRINE OF MAN

1. THE ORIGIN OF MAN

We believe tha man came from the hand of God by specid credtion (Gen. 1:26-27). The Bible
clearly teaches that God made each species of plant and animd “after their own kind.” Man was
made “in His own image” (Gen. 1:27). Accordingly, we regject the many theories of evolution to
explain Origins.

We are not dogmatic about the date of the Adamic creation.

We recognize the vdidity of much scientific dating and find ample room for pre-historic ages
between Gen. 1:1 and Gen. 1-2.

2. THE NATURE OF MAN

a) We bedlieve that man is a trinity of body, soul and spirit (Heb. 4:12, 1Thes. 5:23). However,
frequently in Scripture the terms soul and spirit are interchangeable.  The body is materid. It is
the vehicle or tabernacle of the human spirit (2Cor. 5:1). The Spirit is the true persondity (Act
7:59). Itisnot materid. The soul is embodies spirit (Gen. 2.7).

Frequently in Scripture the word “soul” is used to mean physicd life, and in that sense animas
have souls (Gen 1:20-origind). However, animas do not have a spirit, cannot know God or
worship God. We find no reference to angdls having a soul.

b) The soul has world consciousness through the body with the divine endowments of five
indincts.  preservation, acquisition, food-getting, reproduction and sdf-preservation (dominance).
Free will and reason make man mordly responsble. Conscience is a result of man's intdligent
awareness of divine law.

Sin occurs when the soul knowingly uses the body to defy God' swill.

This combination of asnning soul and the body is cdled “the flesh” (Gd. 5:24).
Theindination to Snis“the carnad mind” (Romans 8:7).

Sin isthe perversion or abuse of God-given powers.

c) The soul is “Dead in trespasses and sns’ when fdlowship with God is lost because of a
defiled conscience (Eph. 2:1).

Sn brings: Guilt and Defilement



The cure Asking forgiveness and repenting to recelve atonement, which brings righteousness to
remove the guilt and defilement.

3. GOD'SIMAGE IN MAN
This does not refer to physical smilarity. God isa spirit (John 4:24).

The likeness means. mord capacity, reason, capacity for immortality and capacity to rule.

The FALL reaulted in the effacing of the divine image. This meant a loss of innocence and mora
integrity.

ARTICLE Il - THE DOCTRINE OF SIN

Having considered briefly the doctrines of God and of man, we now think about the doctrine of
SIN. A persond Creator made man by a specid act of credtion in His own image. Man was
given dominion. “But now we see not yet dl things put under him” (Heb 2:8). A tragedy has
obvioudy befdlen the human race. How do we account for man's bondage, fears, and
depravity? The answer issin.

1. THE FACT OF EVIL
This world is now most apparently a place of physcd and mord evil; smilaly, man is
obvioudy far from angdic. However, God pronounced everything good in the beginning.

2. THE ORIGIN OF SIN

Satan is a red person (a fdlen angd whose higory is outlined in Eze. 28) who led a rebdlion
againg God and was cast down (Luke 10:18). He deceived our first parents by appeding to the
lusts of the eye and the flesh and the pride of life. They doubted God's word and listened to the
devil's lie As a reault, they snned, and by this act logt their innocence, mord integrity,
fdlowship with God (life) and dominion, and the image of God was effaced (Gen. 3). Man's
free will made sin possble.

3. THE NATURE OF SIN
Snisan ACT of disobedience to the known will of God (1John 3:4).

It is aso CONTAMINATION. It is a virus let loose in the bloodstream of the race. “In Adam
dl di¢' (1Cor. 15:22). All are born in Sn. Men sn because they are Snners.  This is the natura
fruit of falen human nature. There is a warp; a propendgty toward evil in man. You do not need
to teach a child to be sdlfish or disobedient.

Origind gn is the term we use to describe the inherited snful nature of man.  Sin is rebdlion
agang God's word. It is ingratitude for God's provison. It is sdf-will in defiance of God's
will. It is suspicion of, and insult to God's character. As Torrey sad, “It is high treason againgt
the government of Heaven”. The modern, shalow ideas about sin are both ridiculous and tragic.



4. THEFALL

We bdieve that Adam’'s sn disanced man from God. Man is only a pathetic physca, mentd,
and physica shadow of what he was created to be.

The fdl brought a curse upon man, the serpent and al creation. Pedtilences, disease, blights,
weeds, peds, amospheric and climatic disturbances are al evidence of the curse on nature
(Rom. 8:22).

5. DEATH

God's decree was. “In the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die” This happened. Man
died the moment he sinned. Desth means separation, not annihilation. Man died spiritudly Eph.
21) and in due course he died physcdly. Since then “desth has reigned’. What a crud
monarch! CHRIST will abolish death one day (1Cor. 15:26).

Physical desth is not thefina price of sin. Thereisasecond degth (Rev. 20:14).

6. THE CURE FOR SIN

All gn is cepitd crime. Its pendty is desth (Rom. 6:23). The wrath of God abideth on man
(John 3:36). Hence, no man can save himsdf. Autosoterism (Cain's rdigion) is absurd. The
Doctrine of Subdtitutionary Atonement was introduced by God the day man snned. Only
unforfeited life can redeem forfated life (Lev. 17:11). This truth runs like a scarlet thread
through the Bible SIN, BEING WHAT IT IS...IT'S PENALTY BEING WHAT IT
IS....SALVATION MUST BE BY GRACE!

“He hath made Him to be sin for s.....that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him”
(2Cor. 5:21).

ARTICLEIV - THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

We have surveyed the essentid Bible doctrines concerning God, man and sn.  Now in
preparation for the Doctrine of Salvation, wefirst ask: What do we believe about the Savior?

1. THE NATURE OF CHRIST
We bdieve that the Lord Jesus Chrigt is the uncreated, eterna Son of God. He is the Author of

cregtion. He is the Father of eternity. He was “In the beginning with God and He was God’
(John 1:1, Isa. 9:6).

We bdieve tha He took a pefect human nature into union with His divine nature through the
miracle of the Incarnation (Gd. 4:4).

He was as much God as if He had never become man, and as much man as if He had not been
God. “Perfect God and perfect man in human flesh subsisting.”



Asareault, we bdieve in the true humanity and the true deity of our Lord
Phil 2:5-11 portrays the amazing condescension of the Son of God to become the Son of Man.

Jesus clamed divine prerogatives. The entire New Testament is written to the church’'s faith in
His Deity (1John 1).

The names given to our Lord summarize our beief regarding Him. He is the Son of God
(Dety), the Word (revelaion of God), Lord (sovereignty), Son of man (humanity), Chrigt
(anointed to redeem), Son of David (royd earthly lineage and Messiah), Jesus (saving work).

Hebrews 1 is a ddightful condensation of much of Christology.

2. THE OFFICESOF CHRIST
Jesus was prophet in His teaching and preaching Ministry (Isa. 61).

Jesus is priest in His present intercessory ministry (Heb. 14-18, 4:14-16).

He will be King in the millennid reign and eterndly (Rev. 11:15). Mechizedek, a king-priest, is
atype of God's perfect King (Heb. 7:1-3).

Thisthreefold minigtry is dearly outlined in (Heb. 9:24-28).

3. THE WORK OF CHRIST

The New Testament gospe, in its basc essentids, centers around Christ’s deeth, burid,
resurrection and ascenson. (1Cor. 15:1-5). Of course, His deity and humanity qudified Him to
be the subgtitute for sinners (Heb. 2:14).

a) His obedience: He kept the Law and honored it (alamb without blemish) (1Peter 1:19).

b) His deeth: It was subditutionary, vicarious, atoning. “God lad on Him the iniquities of us
al.” (Isa 53).

His “tasting death for every man” was more than physica death (Heb. 2:9). He bore the wrath of
God, was made sin for us, tasted the separation from God which is the essence of Hell.

Here we walk softly, for thisis the mysterious heartland of our Faith.

C) His resurrection: It was vindication of His son and of al who trust in the Son as Savior (Rom.
1:14).

Heisthefirg fruits from desath (1Cor. 15:23).

d) His ascengon: .It was confirmed by the descent of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:33) conditutes
Christ as our Mediator, Intercessor and Advocate (Heb. 7:25).



HE IS THE BRIDEGROOM OF THE CHURCH (Eph. 5:25-27). HE IS YET TO BE
ISRAEL’S KING (Zech. 14:9). Readers will see more on this topic when we come to the
doctrine of last things (or Eschatology).

ARTICLEYV - THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION

The doctrines of God, man, sn and Chris, lead us directly to condder the Bible teaching
regarding sdvation. God is holy. Man is dienated by inherent sin and by wicked works. God is
just. Therefore, no flesh shdl sand in His presence (1Sam. 6:20). But God is dso gracious,
merciful, and full of compasson (Psalm 86:15). Therefore, He has planned to redeem and
restore man (Psalm 103:10-12). See aso Psalm 85:10.

1. ORIGINATION
The plan of salvation was formulated in the eternities past (Eph. 1:4).

It isentirdy divine (Psdm 37:39).

2. FORALL
How can God be just and yet judtify the ungodly? Romans 3:26

How can the wages of sin be degth and yet snnerslivein God' ssght? Romans 6:23
How can the guilt and gtain of Sn be removed from the snner? 1John 1.9
How can the guilty be made righteous, even sons and heirs of God? Romans 5:17

THE ANSWER IS IN CHRIST'S ATONING, SUBSTITUTIONARY WORK AND IN
THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO APPLIES THE MERITS OF CHRIST'S
PERSON AND REDEEMING WORK TO THE INDIVIDUAL SOUL. God cannot write
pardon contrary to the demands of His holy nature. The Cross affords an answer!

3. CHRIST ON THE CROSS

When Chrigt died for sinners, He was our SUBSTITUTE (He was made sin for us (2Cor. 5:21).
He ook our place in judgment (1Cor. 5:7). God laid on Him the iniquities of us dl (Isa 53:6)).
He REDEEMED us to God (Eph. 1.7) i.e. He paid the RANSOM price to the Father to release us
from bondage to sin and Satan. He RECONCILED us to God (Rom. 5:10) i.e.. He overcame our
enmity by His dying love. He PROPITIATED the Father, i.e. He sidfied dl the dams of the
divine nature againg man (1John 2:2). He made ATONEMENT, i.e. He made reconciliation by
an expiatory sacrifice (Rom. 5:11).

4. THISFINISHED WORK of the crossis made over to usin:

a) Repentance. Repentance is a gift of God, a work of the Spirit in the sinner’s heart so tha he
turns from his snswith agodly sorrow to God in humility (2Cor. 7:10).




b) Conviction. Conviction is the Holy Spirit's minisry, meking a snner aware of the snfulness
of his nature and his need for savation (John 16:8).

¢) Saving Faith. Saving Fath is a gift of God enabling man to receive Jesus Chrigt as Savior and
Lord in utter surrender (Eph. 2:8).

d) Regeneration. Regeneration is the subjective sde of Converson. It is New Birth (John 3). It
is the renewing work of the Holy Spirit through the cleansing of Jesus blood, so that the penitent
receives anew heart (new creature) (2Cor. 5:17).

€) Justification. Judtification means to be declared righteous before God (Rom. 5:1, Act 13:39,
Titus 3:7). This is the objective Sde of converson. It means to be acquitted at the bar of divine
justice of dl charges and declared righteous. Only God can justify the ungodly, and that only in
Chrigt.

f) Conversion. Converson meansto turn about. 1t denotes the changed life (Matt. 18:3).

q) Assurance. Assurance is the confidence of acceptance with God, of forgiveness of sins, which
is ours by virtue of the witness of God’'s Word, (1John 5:11-13), the witness of the Spirit (Rom.
8:16), and the witness of anew life (2Cor. 5:17).

h) Adoption. Adoption spesks of legd placement in the family of God so that we are not
servants but sons, heirs and joint heirs (Rom. 8:17)"

i) Sanctification. Sanctification is by the Word (John 17:17), the Spirit (Rom. 15:16), and the
Blood (Heb. 13:12). It meansto be set gpart for God' s service and so made haly.

[) Righteousness. Righteousness is the menit of Chrig imputed to us  Chrig is our
righteousness (1Cor. 1:30). There is dso a practicd righteousness of life to which we are cdled
(Eph. 2:10, Titus 3:8). The righteousness of the law can be fulfilled in us by the power of the
Spirit (Rom. 8:4).

5WE BELIEVE
We bdieve sdvation is by grace, through fath, PLUS NOTHING. Chrig isthe ONLY Savior.
Eternd lifeisthe gift of God through Christ. All can be saved (Rom. 10:12).

We bdieve in God's power to keep the Chrigian (Jude 24). We aso bdieve in our responsbility
to “keep oursalvesin the love of God” (Jude 21).



ARTICLE VI - THE DOCTRINE OF THE SACRAMENTS

A scrament is an outward and visble sgn of an inward and spiritual Grace.  The word
ordinance is also used, i.e., ordained or ordered by the Lord Jsus. We bdieve there are only two
sacraments, Baptism and the Lord's Supper. The Church of Rome teaches there are seven.
Some holiness and Mennonite groups add Foot washing to the two that we accept.

SACRAMENTALISM is the teaching that men and women actudly recelve divine grace in the
act of obsarving the ordinance. This concept is utterly foreign to the spirit of New Testament
Chrigianity. It makes the church and its dergy the cudtodians and adminigtrators of divine
grace. We bdieve in the priesthood of dl bdievers.

1. WATER BAPTISM
Thisis Chris’s command (Matt. 28:19-20, Mark 16:15-16).

It was practiced in the Early Church (Acts 2:41, 8:12, 16:33).

It was in the name of Jesus, i.e, in recognition of His Lordship and as a witness to discipleship to
Him.

We bdieve the baptismd formula is given in Matt. 28:19, that baptism is committed after the
new birth in every case where both are mentioned (Act 8:37, 10:47, 18.8).

Every baptism in the New Testament, without exception, was dfter converson. The New
Testament records no incidents of infant baptism. Intelligent, saving faith was required in every
case before baptism. By every rule of logic and Scripture interpretation, one must arive at this
concluson.

Baptiam is a descriptive symbol of Chrigt, death, burid and resurrection (Rom. 6:4-5, Gal. 2:12,
1Pet. 3:21).

John the Baptist inssted to discipleship. It isasimportant as obedience to Christ.
2. THE LORD’S SUPPER

The remembrance of our Lord's death by partaking of bread and wine was commanded in Mait.
26:26-29, Mark 14:22-25, Luke 22:14-20, and referred to in 1Cor. 11:23-26, 10:16-17.

Trans-Subgtantiation is the Romish doctrine that the bread and wine are literdly changed into the
body and blood of Jesus when consecrated on the dtar. Hence, they teach “the infinite merit of
the perpetud sacrifice of the perpetua sacrifice of the Mass’. This is the heart of papa doctrine.
We believe Heb. 10:10, 9:26, and 7:27. We do not believe in the superdtition of the Mass.

The wine represents Christ’ sblood. The bread represents His body.

It isamemoria feast (1Cor. 11:24).



It isadramatized sermon on the Cross (1Cor. 11:26).

It is not a “means of grace’ except insofar as the participant feeds on Chrigt in his soul by living
faith as he comesto the Table.

God's disleasure and judgment follow those who share in this sacred ordinance ingncerely or
hypocriticaly (1Cor. 11:28-30).

It is an error to gpply John 6:53-58 directly to the Lord's Supper. John 6:35 explains John 6:53.
This assamilation of the life of God is an act of gppropriating fath and is a continuous thing, not
limited in any wise to the Table.

There is a degp spiritua meaning to the Lord’'s Supper mentioned in 1Cor. 10:16-17. “We being
many, are one bread and one body”. The organic unity of the invisble Church is here in view
and is emphasized by the Lord's Supper. The bread not only represents the human body of
Jesus, but aso the Church — His Body, and we dl are members.

ARTICLE VII - THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1. THE PERSON AND DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Spirit of God, as much as the Father or the Son, is a person, not merdy an influence or a
power. He creates, regenerates, resurrects, etc. (Heb. 9:14). Divine attributes are ascribed to
Him in the Bible such as omnipotence, eternd, etc. (1Cor. 2:10-11) which are used to love us,
teach us, and comfort us (Rom. 8:27, Ga. 4:6, John 14:26, 16).

2. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
God the Spirit was the Agent of creation (Gen. 1:2). He inspired and anointed such persons as
Moses (Num. 11:16), Gideon (Judges 6:34), etc. He inspired the Scriptures (2Peter 1:21).

The prophets spoke of a future with a plentiful outpouring of the spirit (Ezek. 36:25-29, Jod
2:28-32).

3. THE MINISTRY OF THE SPIRIT
a) GENERAL: He convicts theworld of 9n, righteousness and judgment (John 16:8-11).

He gives repentance, faith, and regeneration to the sSnner.
He guides, empowers, teaches trusting saints (John 16:13)
He glorifies Chrigt (John 16:14).

b) DISPENSATIONAL: He is the Heavenly Eliezer, seeking out a bride for the divine Isaac
(Acts 15:14).

10



He baptizes into the Body of Christ (1Cor. 12:13-30)
His coming at Pentecost inaugurated the Church.

4. THE DEPENDENCE OF JESUSUPON THE SPIRIT

Jesus was concelved of the Holy Ghost, anointed of the Spirit a Jordan, wrought His miracles by
the power of the Spirit, was raised from the dead by the power of the Spirit. How much more do
we need Him!

5. THE BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT

This is a gpecid minigtry of the Spirit to Believers (Acts 2:4). It is for power for service. It is for
al (Acts 2:39, Acts 10:45-46, 19:6). We must clearly distinguish this baptism from baptism into
Chrigt.

6. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Gd..5:22-23 lids the fruit of the Spirit. These Chrig-like graces are evidence that the Spirit is
contralling the life. Growth in grace will be marked by congantly increasing evidence of this
frut. The nine fruits ae Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith,
Meekness and Temperance (sdlf-contral).

7. THE GIFTSOF THE SPIRIT

These are liged in 1Cor. 12. There are nine gifts, adl super-naturd manifestations of the Spirit.
They are dl for today. We ae bidden to covet the best gifts They are didributed in the
sovereignty of the Spirit (1Cor. 12:11). “The manifedation of the Spirit is given to every man to
profit” (1Cor. 12:7).

ADDED NOTES. Pentecostd churches seek to correct the neglect of this vitd doctrine by
reurning to a Bible emphasis. New Tedtament fire and power and evangdism were directly
traceable to the experience of the Day of Pentecost. The abundant life (John 7:37-39), so needed
by dl of us is the outflow of a soul saturated by the Spirit. New Testament signs and hedings
and miracles accompany a true emphass upon the Spirit's place.  Pentecogt is not a
denomination, a methodology, or soiritud fetish. It is a life with God;one of yiddness of giving
al and taking ALL.

ARTICLE VIII - THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

1. ONE BODY

There is one body into which dl beievers are baptized by the Spirit (1Cor. 12:13). This is the
church, the mystica organiam, which Chris sad He would build (Matt. 16:18). It is not an
eathly organization and is totaly independent of denomination It is close to sacrilege for any
denomingtion to teach that it is this church of Chrig.

2. DERIVATION
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The word ecclesa is trandated to imply “church.” Literdly, it means “cdled out ones’. The
true church includes al who have been cdled out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom
of God's dear Son (Col. 1:13) who are born into God's family (John 3:3-5). The word church is
derived from “kuriakon” meaning “belonging to the Lord”.

3. OTHER TERM Sused to denote the church are:

a) The body d Chrig (Eph. 1:23, Col. 1:18). This term stresses the organic unity of the church
in vitd reation to Chridt, the head. It dresses the interdependence and individud responshility
of each member (1Cor. 12, Eph. 4:16).

b) The temple of the Holy Spirit (1Cor. 3:16, Eph. 2:21-22, 1Peter 2:5).

) The new Jerusalem (Gd. 4:26). Zion isaterm we use in hymnody.

d) Rllar and ground of the truth (1Tim. 3:15). The church is the guardian, citade and defender
of the truth.

4. TWO DISTINCT CONCEPTS
The invisble church spans the centuries, includes both militant and triumphant saints. It is the
living organism of dl the dect.

The visble churches are locd counterparts of that invisble entity. Each local congregation is
cdled a church (Rev. 1:20). All who profess faith are included. Sometimes tares grow with the
whedt.

5. THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH

As far as we can gather from the New Testament, there were two types of services, one public,
for prayer, praise and preaching, the other private, the agape or love feats. Preaching, song,
prase, prayer and the contribution of minigry gifts (1Cor. 12) were dl a pat of the early
gatherings. The keynote was smplicity. The Holy Spirit was honored.

God worked with them confirming the Word.

6. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH

Chrig outlined no framework of organization. The Spirit directed in this as the church grew.
Acts 6:1-5 tells of the gppointment of deacons to serve in secular maiters.  Acts 15:6 tdls of a
council of the apostles and elders to consder a doctrind metter. The early churches were
democratic in government and localy autonomous. There was no ecclesagticd hierarchy.
However, they cooperated together (Rom. 15:26, Ga. 2:10). There is no New Testament
warrant for the Romish concept of the Papacy or of sacramentalism. Both Laodiceanism and
Nicolaitanismisregected (Rev. 2 & 3).

7. THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH
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a) Generd: Apodles, prophets, evangdists and teachers. The gpostles received their commission
from the living Chris. The word means “missonary”. Prophets had gifts of inspired utterance.
Evangdigs gathered coverts  Teachers were gifted in expogtion.  All of these were often
itinerant.

b) Locd: Presbyters, elders, bishops, pastors and shepherds seem to be interchangegble terms.
They took oversght of the spiritud life of the church. Deacons and deaconesses seem to have
done vigtation and practicad minigtry to the poor (Eph. 4:11, 1Tim. 3, Phil. 4:3, 1Tim. 5:8-11).

Note: Chrigt loved the church and gve Himsdf for it. Every sincere Chrigian will dso love the
church, support its witness, submit to its discipling, share its commisson, and defend it againgt
enemies. Locd church membership is a practicd assertion of your acceptance of the divine
arrangement, which makes us members of one another in the body of Chridt.

ARTICLE IX - THE DOCTRINE OF LAST THINGS
(ESCHATOLOGY)

Eschatology has to do with the biblica reveaion concerning the events, which will dimax this
Church Age, and what isin store for Jew, Gentile and the Church, in the ages to come.

1. REVELATION

We teach that Reveation chapters 2 and 3, pictures the present church age, that chapter 4 shows
the church in heaven, chapters 4-19 portray the 7 years of Antichrist’s reign, chapter 19 shows
Chrigt returning with His saints to judge the nations, bind Satan and reign for 1000 years (20:4-
6). After this comes the reease of Satan, the battle of the great Day of God, the White Throne
Judgment, and the new heavens and new earth (Rev. 21-22).

2. DANIEL

We believe that the 2% chapter of Daniel outlines world history up to the time when Christ shall
reign (Dan. 2:44-34). The ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image, we identify with the ten
kingdoms of Rev. 17:12. This end-time federation of dates is thought by many to be a United
States of Western Europe, arevived Roman Empire.

3. SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST
We bdlieve that the 2'° Advent of Chrig, referred to over 300 times in the New Testament is in
two stages.

a) A secret Rapture of the living and degping saintsinto the air (1Thess. 4:16-17).
This is the return of the Bridegroom for His Bride. It is the Blessed Hope of the church (Titus
2:13). It can take place any time.
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b) A public REVELATION of Chrig with His saints (Jude 14, Rev. 19:11, Zech. 12:10, 14, 4) to
take the reins of world government for 1000 years of millennid bliss This follows the time of
Jacob’ strouble, the Great Tribulation (the last week of Danidl).

4. OTHER TERMSUSED
Pre-Tribulation Rapture: that Christ will return before Antichrist is reveaed.

Post- Tribulaion theory: that the church will go through the Tribulation.

A-millenidism: thet thereisno literal 1000-year reign.

Pre-millenidism: that Chrigt will return (and must) to bring in righteousness.

Post-millenidism: that the world will gradudly improve until a golden age.

5. THE JUDGMENTS

The Judgment Seet of Christ (Bema) is for Chridians and will take place in the heavenlies after

the Rapture to determine rewards and ther place in the coming kingdom (1Cor. 3:11-15, Rom.
14:12).

The Great White Throne Judgment follows the Millennium and indudes dl who did not share in
the first resurrection (Rev. 20:6).

6. THE BATTLES
Armaggedon (Rev. 16:16, 19:19): end of Tribulation.

Gog and Magog (Ezek. 38:39): destruction of world communism. (Anytime now?)
Great Day of God (Rev. 20:8-10): dose of Millennium.

7. HEAVEN AND HEL L

Both are eternd. As there is unending joy for the redeemed, 0 there is a hell for the rgecters of
mercy. Nowhere does the Bible intimate a second chance or support the theory of the redtitution
of dl things

8. THE ETERNAL STATE
The ultimate, endless kingdom of God.

“Chrig the firdfruits, afterward they that are Christ’s a His coming. Then cometh the end, when
he shdl have ddivered up the kingdom of God, even the Father; when he shdl have put down dl
rule and authority and power. For He judt reign, till He hath put al enemies under His feet...and
when dl things shdl be subdued unto Him. Then shdl the Son dso Himsdf be subject unto Him
that put dl things under Him, that God may bedl in al” (1Cor. 15:23-28).
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ARTICLE X - THE DOCTRINE OF AUTHORITY

Underlying, and essentid to, every cardind beief we defend as a church, is the doctrine of the
Plenary Inspiration and Absolute Authority of Holy Scripture. We bedieve that “dl scripture is
inspired of God and is profitable for reproof, for correction, for indruction” (2Tim 3:16). We
bdieve the Bible in its origind writing, is the find court of gpped in dl maiters of fath and
practice.

Thisisnot Bibliolary. We do not worship the Bible.

This defends againg mydiciamn the teaching that men are to be guided by the inner light in
meatters of faith. Such makes every man his own Bible.

It contrasts with rationalism. Human reason is not adequate to criticize God's Word.  The Work
criticizes us (Heb. 4:12). Rationdism puts God on trid in the court of human reason.

We rgect neo-orthodoxy...that the Bible contains God's Word and this Word is different for
every man.

We cannot accept additional authorities, whether tradition, apocryphal books, papa edicts,
utterances of the gifts of prophecy, new Bibles (Book of Mormon, Science and Hedth, etc.) or
anything additiond whatsoever. We bdlieve that the faith once ddlivered (Jude 1:3)

What do we mean by plenary or verbd inspiration of the Bible?

We mean that God by His Spirit, used holy men of old to write the Scriptures, guarding the
writings from eror or human preudice, yet usng the vocabulary and persondity of the author.

We bedlieve that every word was inspired, not only the thoughts or the spiritud message (2Peter
1:21, Maitt. 5:18, John 5:39, 10:35).

The Bible contains the words of Satan as well as of God, good advice and bad, the record of sin
as wel as of righteousness. The record of these things is ingpired. This does not mean that
every Bible verse is a safe guide for conduct. We are to “study to show oursaves gpproved unto
God...rightly dividing the word of truth” (2Tim. 2:15). It is dangerous to lift verses out of ther
context, or to build doctrines on isolated proof texts. Failure to observe the smple rules of sound
biblical interpretation has led sincere people into al sorts of erroneous positions.

What do we mean by illuminaior?
This is the light God sheds upon the sacred page of His Spirit 30 that a prayeful person may
grasp the meaning and message of the BOOK.

How can we be sure the Bible is the Word of God?

a) Higoricd Evidence It is written by 40 authors over 55 generations, preserved across the
centuries, universdly acclaimed, spesking with perennid freshness, 66 books yet one unity, an
encyclopedia of knowledge never equaled.
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b) Internd Evidence: 2500 Times in the Old Testament such terms as “Thus saith the Lord” is
used. There is evidence of fulfilled prophecy, our Lord's testimony to the Old Testament, and
the doctrind, structura, prophetic and spiritua harmony of the Bible.

c) Experimenta Evidence: Witness the power of the Bible to eevate, save and preserve. It has
no competitor.

PROBLEMS:. The writers of most present-day school science textbooks, present a world-view
and theories of origins utterly opposed by the Bible. Liberd theologians reect and often ridicule
fath in the infdlibility of Holy Scripture. Often Bible Chrigians are labeled nai ve or anti-
intellectud. Nothing could be further from the truth. The great weight of true scholarship is on
the sde of the evangdica Chrigian. We do not believe that the demondrable facts of science
ever contradict the Bible. God is the Author of creation and the Bible. We do not concede for a
moment that unbdlief is intdlectud. Unbdief is wicked. Men deny the Bible for spiritua and
mord, never for vaid intdlectud reasons.
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